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Knowledge prerequisites

Admission to a doctoral research training programme
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Intended learning outcomes

Following successful completion of the course, the doctoral student should be able to:
•
•
•

understand and describe the development and main themes in feminist theories
on science and knowledge,
identify, analyze, and critically discuss conceptual, ontological, epistemological,
and methodological questions in feminist theories on knowledge and science,
put her/his own research and scientific discipline in relation to the issues raised
in the course.

Course description

The purpose of the course is for the doctoral student to broaden and deepen her/his
critical understanding of scientific research using feminist theories on science and
knowledge and able to understand research as connected to various conceptual,
epistemological, and ontological assumptions.
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Contents
This course focuses on different strands of feminist critique within science theory which
are closely connected to epistemological and ontological questions. The discussions on
science and knowledge production emanate from different areas of science – the
humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, all of which are represented in the
course. Furthermore, questions such as: how do we do research? where do we stand as
researchers?, are discussed in the course, in relation to feminist theories on science and
knowledge which bring not only gender but also race, class, sexuality, and
ablebodiedness to the forefront. These problematizations of production of research,
which are thoroughly dealt with in the course, include both the subject of research,
chosen methods and theories and the researcher her/himself.

Working formats
The working formats are literature studies, seminars and lectures. In order to promote
discussion, the student is required to study the assigned literature prior to each
lecture/seminar to be able to present and discuss. The course also includes a seminar
where the student’s final assignment will be presented and discussed.

Formats for the assessment of student performance
The assessment of the doctoral student’s performance will be based on active
participation in discussions, and an individual paper to be presented and discussed in
the final seminar. This paper will primarily concern the relation between the questions
raised in the course and the student’s doctoral thesis and her/his own discipline.
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